Corrig race report - by Douglas Barry

Memories of last year's event in which ghostly peat smeared creatures
staggered across the finish line were revived when Patrick Temple arrived at
the head of the junior Corrig short course event with legs covered in large
deposits of best Dublin peat. Behind him flitted similar bedaubed juniors who
could have fuelled a peat powered power station with the scrapings off their
post race legs and arms. Karen Guthrie led in the girl's field, all of whom
seemed to have tobogganed down the final peaty slope

The main race saw Sugarloaf winner Aengus O'Cleirigh power off with former
Leinster League champion Gerry McGrath. Three Rock Dash winner Noel
Berkeley was slightly adrift in third. Berkeley got what he described as the
"hunger knock" on the climb and said that he had no energy. "l was so busy
today, | didn't get to eat! | just couldn't go with the lads" O'Cleirigh reached the
summit of the first mountain Seahan first and was still ahead of Berkeley as
they turned at the mid point at Corrig.

On the heather ridge back to Seahan, a revived Berkeley moved ahead,
content to let Aengus track him. However, as they descended down the peat
slicked gully through the trees, Noel found he had made the wrong shoe
choice, went over on his ankle briefly, and had to watch the bestudded
Aengus hurtle past him on the limit of adhesion. Pulling himself together, he
powered after O'Cleirigh on the flat 400 metre run in, but left himself with too
much to do. A delighted Gus O'Cleirigh took the scalp of the national 10,000
track champ with Gerry McGrath third.

Gus said later "Noel should have won. He had me easily on the climb back up
Seahan, and | was surprised he didn't push harder to get away" The winner
just missed Paul Nolan's record by one second, but women's race winner Una
May removed over a minute from Joan Flanagan's year old record. Una had a
comfortable 2 minute margin over Laura McGinley with Roisin McDonnell right
behind in third. A notable performance came from Calvin Torrans who took
nearly 4 minutes off the Supervet (over 50) record and finished second vet
overall.
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Pos Num Name Club/Firm Cat Time
1 239 Aenghus O'Cléirigh DSD 20.55
2 169 Noel Berkeley DSD 20.57
3 272 Ger McGrath DSD 22.08
4 142 Hugh McLindon  3ROC 22.47
5 261 Alan Cox Crusaders 24.15
6 282 Tan O'Neill North Belfast 24.16
7 101 Simon Walters AIB 24.19
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